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Growing global demand for energy

 International Energy Agency 
forecasts that world oil 
demand for energy will grow 
by 40% over the next 20 
years.

 We must shift to other 
sources of energy, but we 
need fossil fuels to meet 
demand. 



How much is there?



How big are the oil sands?

Oil sands deposits: 
- 142,000 kms2 

Surface mineable 
deposit:

- 4,800 kms2 
about 1.25% of 
Alberta’s Boreal   
forest area 

Less than 30% of mineable 
area has been approved for 
mining

Land disturbed to date:
       - 602 km2



Oil sands: in situ and mining

 Only 20% of Alberta’s oil sands reserves can be extracted using 
the open pit mining method. The other 80% are in situ projects.

 In situ means “in place”. In situ technology uses steam to bring 
bitumen to the surface, leaving the sand in place. In situ 
projects have a smaller environmental footprint.



Carbon capture and storage (CCS)

 CCS is a process that captures CO2 emissions and stores 
them in geological formations deep inside the earth.

 Expected to reduce emissions by 5 million tonnes in annual 
reductions by 2015.

 CCS is supported by the United Nations, International Energy 
Agency and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. 



Energy consumption

80% of GHG emissions 
come from the tailpipe. 



The potential of shale gas

 Alberta’s shales contain an estimated 850 trillion 
cubic feet of gas.

 Emerging Resources and Technologies Initiative 
outlines new royalty rates to encourage new 
exploration, development and production of shale 
gas.



Why access new markets

 Albertans receive maximum 
benefits from resources;

 Lower revenue and growth 
volatility due to single market 
price fluctuations;

 Diversify export product mix;

 Increase demand for our 
resources and stimulate 
additional development;

 Provide the world with safe 
and reliable supply of 
sustainable energy.



Sharing the challenge

New West Partnership
 Includes British Columbia, Saskatchewan and Alberta;

 Combined GDP of more than $550 billion;

 Abundance of natural resources’

 Agreement will create Canada’s largest interprovincial barrier-
free trade and investment market.



Thank you

 For more information on the 
oil sands:
 www.oilsands.alberta.ca 

 For more information on 
Alberta:
 www.alberta.ca 

http://www.oilsands.alberta.ca/
http://www.alberta.ca/
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